




DAVIDY.IGE
GOVERNOR

ANNE E. PERREIRA-EUSTAQUIO
DIRECTOR

JOSH GREEN
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

JOANN A. VIDINHAR

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

830 PUNCHBOWL STREET, ROOM 321
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813

www.labor.hawaiLgov
Phone: (808) 586-88441 Fax: (808) 586-9099

Email: dlir.direclor@hawaiLgov

February 25, 2021

The Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair
Committee on Ways and Means
The State Senate
State Capitol, Room 208
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Dela Cruz:

Subject: Senate Bill (SB) 141, Senate Draft (SO) 1 Relating to the State Building Code
Council (SBCC)

I am Manuel P. Neves, Chair of the State Fire Council (SFC). The SFC supports SB 141, SO 1,
which proposes to transfer the SBCC from the Department of Accounting and General Services
to the Hawaii State Energy Office. The SFC also respectfully requests that an appropriation from
state of Hawaii general revenues for $400,000 for two full-time equivalent positions be restored
in the SO 1 version of this bill.

Since its formation in 2007, the SBCC has never had funding for staff, operating expenses, or
training. Its 11 voluntary members do not receive compensation for any work performed on
behalf of the state. Since statewide amendments require extensive time and effort from
members who have full-time jobs, the SBCC has struggled to timely review, approve, and adopt
approximately seven different codes and standards.

The SFC urges your committee's support on the passage of SB 141, SO 1. Should you have
questions, please contact SFC Administrative Specialist Lloyd Rogers at 723-7176 or
Irogers@honolulu.gov.

MANUEL P. NEVES
Chair
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S.B. 141, S.D. 1  

 
RELATI NG TO THE COMPTROLLER. 
 

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Committee, thank you 

for the opportunity to submit testimony of S.B. 141. S.D. 1.  

The Department of Accounting and General Services (DAGS) supports S.B. 141, S.D. 1 

which transfers the State Building Code Council (SBCC) from the DAGS to the Hawaii State 

Energy Office (HSEO). The DAGS purview is limited to State buildings while the SBCC has 

statewide importance beyond that of the DAGS.  As such, we support the relocation of the SBCC 

to the HSEO since it would be more appropriately aligned within that office. 

The move and consolidation of SBCC to the HSEO can provide stronger focus and 

synergies for both agencies.  SBCC is currently staffed with volunteers and has no funds.   This 

transfer to a new agency may provide additional resources so that SBCC can carry out its 

mission. While HSEO is a viable option to transfer SBCC, other agencies that may be a 

functional match such as the Office of Planning should also be considered.   

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this matter. 
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shocks and stressors, while facilitating the long-term cost-savings and efficiencies 
building occupants are able to realize through progressive code adoption.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on SB141, SD1.  
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Comments:  

To: The Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair, The Honorable Gilbert Keith-Agaran, 
Vice Chair, and members of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means   

From: Climate Protectors Hawaii (by Ted Bohlen) 

Re: Hearing SB141 SD1 RELATING TO THE STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL. 

Friday February 26, 2021, 9:30 a.m., Rm. 211 and by videoconference 

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and members of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means:  

Position: STRONG SUPPORT FOR SB141 SD1! 

The Climate Protectors Coalition is a group focused on reversing the climate crisis. As a 
tropical island State, Hawaii will be among the first places harmed by the global climate 
crisis, with more intense storms, loss of protective coral reefs, food insecurity, and rising 
sea levels destroying our shorelines. We must do all we can to reduce our carbon 
footprint and become carbon negative as soon as possible.  

This bill would transfer the State Building Code Council from DAGS to the the Hawaii 
State Energy Office.  This makes sense because DAGS does not have the energy 
efficiency expertise needed in this time of climate crisis and is responsible for only part 
of State facilities. Please pass this bill! Mahalo! 

Climate Protectors Hawaii (by Ted Bohlen) 
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